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Minister Tuppurainen, Members of Parliament, Excellences, Ladies and gentlemen, 

Thank you all for being with us today, to jointly celebrate our national day. You all know of 

course, what does the 14
th

 of July mean for French people? It is the celebration, of the 

Bastille prison’s taking by the people of Paris, the destruction of a prison that was the 

symbol of arbitrary power, lack of justice and privation of individual freedoms.  

The 14
th

 of July seventeen eighty nine, was the starting point of a very long journey, never 

completed, to promote human rights, freedom, equality and solidarity. “Liberté, égalité et 

fraternité”, as we say in France.  

As the Finnish Presidency of the EU is starting, let me highlight that these human values are 

also at the core of the European project. The promise of a peaceful continent with shared 

prosperity.  

A common house, based on the rule of law and democratic governance, where the citizens 

have their fundamental rights protected  by independent courts, as well as an equal access 

to economic and social opportunities.  

I like to quote a famous Italian political analyst, Machiavel. During the renaissance, 

“rinascimento” in Italian language, Machiavel explained that we have two options to manage 

the relations between people: either the use of force, that is the rule of the game for 

animals, Machiavel said, either the rule of law, the only option of paving the way toward 

civilization. 

 Indeed, the European project is a project of civilization, as well as the promotion of a strong, 

fair and equitable multilateral system at the global level.  

Mme la Ministre, Last year, in August, President Macron visited Finland.  

Sunday, the 14
th

 of July, President Niinisto will be in Paris, with the French president, on the 

Champs-Elysées, to celebrate the French national day.  And to celebrate the European 

Union.  

Indeed, for the first time, on the Champs-Elysées avenue, we will have the Finnish armed 

forces and Finnish flag, with those representing the members of the European intervention 

initiative, that will participate to the traditional military parade.  

The participation of President Niinistö, along with other European Heads of State and 

Government, is a strong symbol of the deepening of the European defense and security. This 

is “l’Europe en marche” ! 

Therefore, let me say to conclude that it is a great honor , and for me  an immense pleasure, 

today, at the French embassy in Helsinki, to give you the floor, Madame la Ministre des 

affaires européennes, Tytti Tuppurrainen./. 


